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Read Genesis 8:1-22 
 

Chapter 8 opens as if incidental to The Story, “But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the 
cattle that were with him in the ark.”  The Story opens not as if God forgot, but in continuation of the 
one Story written and directed by God.   
 

God's grace is revealed already before the flood in his directions for the building of the ark to 
save those faithful to him ( Gen 6:14-21 ); and again after the flood in his covenant/promise 
never again to destroy the earth with a flood, even though human nature remained evil ( Gen 
8:20-22; 9:8-17 ). 
 

But the theological (and literary, chiastic) heart of the flood account is found in the 

phrase "God remembered Noah" (Gen 8:1). The memory theology of Scripture does not 
imply that God has literally forgotten; for God to "remember" is to act in deliverance (see Exod 
6:5 ). The structural positioning of God's "remembering" at the center of the narrative indicates 
that the apex of flood theology is not punitive judgment but divine salvific grace. 
 
Numerous thematic and verbal parallels between the accounts of Noah's salvation and Israel's 
exodus deliverance reveal the author's intent to emphasize their similarity. Various references 
in the psalms to God's gracious deliverance of the righteous from the "great waters" of 
tribulation, may contain allusions to the Genesis flood ( Psalm 18:16 ; 32:6 ; 65:5-8 ; 69:2 ; 89:9 ; 
93:3 ; 124:4 ). 
 
By the command of God the heavens unleashed their fury and the earth gave birth to water’s 
wrath (7:11).  Now God speaks and the waters subside by the power of His will (8:1).  Fountains 
and floodgates obey and bow before Him (8:2).  His lordship over all things created is always 

portrayed as normal.  He who creates also commands.  In the subsiding of the waters there 
are several intentional elements: the number 40 (v. 6), the use of 7 (vv. 10, 12), a raven (v. 7), a 
dove (vv. 8-12) and an olive leaf (v. 11).  Here we read of testing and waiting and completion; a 
contrast between dark and light and a token thought of rest or peace.  The flood narrative 
speaks to all of this and more. http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-
evangelical-dictionary/the-flood.html  Richard M. Davidson Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of 
Biblical Theology. Edited by Walter A. Elwell Copyright © 1996 by Walter A. Elwell. Published 
by Baker Books, a division of Baker Book House Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan USA. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
In part one, God destroys all flesh on the earth.  In part two, He remembers His promise and removes 
the water and dries the land.  God’s purpose for creation is to be fruitful and multiply and thus fill the 
earth (8:13-19).  God’s promise to Noah is never to destroy all of humanity again by means of a flood 
(8:20-9:19).  When reading the entire narrative it becomes apparent how involved God is as primary in 
the leading and directing of The Story.  Listen to the various places this idea is noted. 
 

Gen. 6:2 that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took 
wives for themselves, whomever they chose. 

Gen. 6:3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is 
flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." 



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

Gen. 6:5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every 
intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

Gen. 6:6 The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His 
heart. 

Gen. 6:7 The LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, 
from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made 
them." 

Gen. 6:12 God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their 
way upon the earth. 

Gen. 6:13 Then God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is 
filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth. 

Gen. 6:22 Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded him, so he did. 

Gen. 7:1 Then the LORD said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you alone 
I have seen to be righteous before Me in this time. 

Gen. 7:5 Noah did according to all that the LORD had commanded him. 

Gen. 7:9 there went into the ark to Noah by twos, male and female, as God had commanded 
Noah. 

Gen. 7:16 Those that entered, male and female of all flesh, entered as God had commanded 

him; and the LORD closed it behind him. 

Gen. 8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in 
the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided. 

Gen. 8:15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 

Gen. 8:21 The LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the LORD said to Himself, "I will never 
again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; 
and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done. 

Gen. 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth. 

Gen. 9:8 Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying, 

Gen. 9:12 God said, "This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all successive generations; 

Gen. 9:16 "When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." 

Gen. 9:17 And God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant which I have established 
between Me and all flesh that is on the earth." 

 
The Story is strongly relational and intimate.  The one who remembers is personable and connected.  
His judgment of that which He creates is filled with pathos.  The extending of grace is warm and 
inviting.  God is not a cold and insensitive despot.  It is this compassionate God who extends to His 
creatures a covenant of grace whereby He promises never to destroy all of humanity with a flood 
again.   
 
This is the God of the covenant.  He is kind and loving, merciful toward His people and swift to judge 
the sins of the rebellious.  O may such truth sustain us in our earthly pilgrimage.  May we truly delight 
in all that He is and does. 


